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It was her opinion that legal matrimony
was the sale of the woman to the man, who
in turn, treated her like his own property.
She advocated that men and women live
together without le gality or consent by the
priests. (Whom she considered to be re-
presentatives of the hypocrisy of the es-
tablished chuch.)

When she was young she often visited
the home in which her mother worked.
The son of Don Gregorio Ledesma, who
later inherited the title of ""Marquis of
Arecibo Puerto Rico'", fell in love with
her and made her his mistress. They ,

lived together for several years. He
took care of her mother and their two
children. She gave birth to a girl,
Manuelita and a boy Gregorio (Gorjito).
Both had their father's name even
though Luisa never married. The Mar-
quis wanted to marry her but the Mar-
quesa, his mother, would never allow
it. A Marquis could never marry out of
his class. Luisa soon realized she did
not want to spend the rest of her life as
only a mother, housewife and lover.
She was not a companion to the man she
loved, but a servant who' whited night
after night, to please his whims. Her
restlessness increased when the Mar
quis married a Puerto Rican woman of
high society. Luisa felt that a man
should be an intellectual and domestic
companion as well as a sexual partner.
She believed that:.men should share in
the raising of the children. She broke
off with the Marquis even though she
loved him and found work in the needle
trades. She soon found out that she
could barely make a living. The Mar-
quis had to pay for the education of their
two children. Luisa went to work as a
reader in a tobacco factory. Back then
factories had readers who read to the
people while they worked. The reader
would sit on an elevated wooden platform
and read, out loud, the day's paper,
novels and other books of interest, in-
cluding ones on anarchism and socialism.
This is why many workers were learned
even though they did not know how to read
or write. Though her readings, Luisa
became influenced by Syndicalist and
anarchist theories. She joined the local
Tobacco Union and read to the members
of the Federated Unions of Tobacco
(Federacion de Uniones de Tabaqueros)e
Louisa believed that the woman should
emancipate and educate herself in order
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to be a good mother and a whole indivi-
dual. How could a woman, illiterate
and enslaved, raise her children to be-
come independent women and men? In
1910 she proposed the formation of an
agricultural school (Escuela Granja
Agicola) where the skilBand values of a

free society could be taught. Among
these values was the recognition that
sexuality is an important part of our
lives and should not be hidden from any
of us. It's ironic Luisa would say, that
the woman from birth is hidden from the
sexual facts of life and when a man
marries her, he expects her to be a sex




‘expert.

Luisa fell in love with a merchant
from Arecibo. She lived with him and
had a third child. She named him Luis
Capetillo. Her son followed in his mo-
‘the Ps footsteps. Luis became a distin-
quished labor writer and took part in the
'social struggles of Puerto Rico.

Luisa often discussed her articles
with her children. She said her children
made many recommendations which she
incorporated into her writings. Luisa
believed children should be brought up
with absolute liberty. In her books she
showed her intense love for her children.
She said she felt whole in being a mother.
"] don't think I'd be fulfilled as a woman
unless it was for the fact that Iam a

Luisa became increasingly involved in
the leadership of the growing Puerto
Rican labor movement. In 1907 she par-
ticipated in a strike at an Arecibo factory
land became a member of the Free Fede-
‘ration of Puerto Rican Workers. She was
active both as a union organizer, and a
reporter for the local newspaper,
‘Worker's Union, At the 1908 general
assembly of the tederation, she proposed
a resolution asking for woman's suffrage

(Twenty years later only literate Puerto
‘Rican women were allowed to vote. Uni-
versal women's suffrage was delayed un-
til 1930.)

Luisa caused a scandle in Puerto Rico,
Cuba and New York because she wore
'pants in public. She also often wore a
short brimmed hat. She was the first
woman in Puerto Rico to wear pants in
‘the same manner that women used skirts.
In 1915 she was tossed in jail, in Cuba,
for wearing '"'men's clothing'. She plead-
ed her case and convinced the authori-
ties that no law forbade women to dress
'as they pleased, and was acquitted.

Luisa wrote many essays, pamphlets
'and a couple of books. In her book Mi_
 Opinion (My Opinion) she gives her
philosophy. "I am a socialist, because
all advancements, discoveries and es-
tablished inventions should belong to
everyone, that is to establish their so-
cialization without privileges. Some un-
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in Puerto Rico, without regard to literacy.

A

derstand it as needing a State to direct
the march, I understand it as having no
government. I do not want to say that I
oppose their reasons for wanting govern-
ment regulation and control of wealth, but
I maintain my dedication to no government
socialism-anarchism.”

. One of her best pamphlets is
still talked about La Humanidad en el
futuro (Humanity in-the Future). She ex-
poses what she believes in Ry P

communist society, without social classes,
and without government authority. She in-
visioned humanity of the future as a com-
munity of 10 persons whom unite little by
little the people of all classes. All the
posessions are given to the community.
When the community has more than 11, 000
persons, principally workers, they call
for a general strike and when the capital-
ists find themselves without workers, they
will decide to turn over the community to
the people, where they will learn a new
form of life.

Luisa read and was very influenced by
Zola, Tolstoi, Malatesta and Kropotkin.
She made her syndicalist debut in the 1907
strike of the tobacco workers in Arecibo.
She shouted syndicalist slogans from a
speakers podium to the workers. In 1908,
being a member of the Union of Tabacco
workers, she participated in the Fifth
Workers Congress of the Free Federation
of the Workers of Puerto Rico, that was
held in Arecibo that year. At the congress,
women's suffrage was discussed for the
first time in Puerto Rican history. Louisa
was never given any credit for starting it.

She spent much of her time lecturing
around the island. At times she got some
opposition from the townspeople. In the
town of Utuado some people passed out
leaflets putting her down. It is said that
she responded to everything on the leaf-
let and made the leafleters look like
fools.

In 1910 Luisa become a worker for the
newspaper of the FLT. (Federacion Libre
de los Trabajadores - Free Federation of
the Workers) She also published a femi-
nist magazine called La Mujer (The
Woman) which was not allowed in any of
the newspaper libraries.



Luisa corresponded with other anar-
chist and socialist women and men of
Latin America. In 1912 she went to
New York where she resided for some
time, publishing articles in a newspaper
called Cultura Obera (Workers' Culture).
From that paper she took her article,
""I.a Mujer'", and then published it in an
anthology titled Voces Se Libe racion
(Voices of Liberation). The book also
included articles from distinguished
feminists of the era like Clara Zetkin
and Rosa Luxenberg.

In 1913 Luisa went to Florida and
established herself for sometime in
Tampa, Florida, where she collaborated
on a paper called La Union de Tampa of
the Union of Federated Twisters of the
State of Florida, with which the Puerto
Rican Workers maintained a loose
affiliation.

Luisa went back to Puerto Rico to
continue the fight for emancipation of
women and workers. She continued in-
volvement in strikes and writing in the
newspapers. During May and June 1918
she lead the agricultural strike of Ceiba.
She was a representative >of the FLT.
There she was arrested for agitation of
the workers. In 1919 she was one of the
leaders of the agricultural strike of
Vieques.

She died in April 1922, while living
with her son Luis in the recently founded
workers district, Buen Consejo de Rio
Piedras. Her comrades from the FLT
felt her lost and they expressed it in
various articles praising the ' syndica-
list, anarchist, and feminist Capetillo",
Her death was mentioned in almost all
the Puerto Rican newspapers.

Luisa devoted her life to advocating
a totally free society where everyone
would have control over their own lives.
I believe she was a forerunner of the
feminist movement, an outstanding labor
figure and an extrodinary woman. It
saddens me that-she was never given any

recognition because in many ways:she was

ahead of her time. It makes me angry
that the patriarchal society never kept
her writings and destroyed much of her
herstory. I hope that in this small way
I have managed to shed some light on
the forgotten life of Luisa Capetillo.
*Parts of this article have been loosely
adapted from a translation of a pam-
phlet on Luisa Capetillo written by
Norma Valle.
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THE YOUNGEST SIBLING'S GOD

by Ilene Miklos

You have been my idol, my god
I respected you, ate, dressed and slept for you
Wanted to always talk li ke you

One day my guide was gone

As the follower, I was lost

I couldn't think, I'd never done it for myself

Decisions didn't come easy, I had lost the person I copied

The future became the present and I had strengthened
Standing more erect, I became me, not a shadow
My tastes and opinions developed, a person formed

Thinking and dreaming my own thoughts one day,

I heard my ex-god was coming back

Confusion flew through my head, my body trembled

Decisions became twice as difficult, my mind was at conflict,
With idol and self

You arrived and I found myself possessed once again,

your power had weakened though

Again and again my god left and came

With each return this desciple found less perfection in the god.

You are now my equal

I recognize all your human qualities
Our rapport is now healthy

You are not my GOD






